
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                1st September 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Return to school - Years 1 to 6 - Wednesday 8th September 2021 

I hope this letter finds you safe and well and that you are having an enjoyable summer break. We are very 

much looking forward to the return of the children to our school. May I also take this opportunity to thank 

you for all the letters, e-mails and cards of thanks and good wishes that we have received at the end of the 

Summer term, they are much appreciated. 

This letter outlines some very important information and I would ask you to read it carefully so that you and 

your child are fully prepared for the new school year.  

Times and arrangements for arriving at school 

In line with Department for Education and Local Authority guidance, parents/carers will now be allowed onto 

designated areas of the school site.  The visitors car park (off Hall Lane) will be open for vehicle access.  To 

support Local Authority campaigns we are encouraging people to walk to school to avoid traffic congestion. 

In addition, in line with the school’s Traffic Management Plan, can I please ask that you turn off your vehicle’s 

engines to avoid idling and maintain a cleaner environment. Please also observe the safety markings on the 

road in front of the gates (no parking) and only park in the designated bays in the school car park. If you are 

driving into the school car park please be mindful of children entering the site. 

Please note the car park gates will open at 8:40 a.m. I kindly ask that parents/carers do not congregate 

outside of the gates prior to this time. 

Your child should arrive at school between 8:40 a.m. and 8:50 a.m. unless they are attending Breakfast 

Club. 

To drop off children in Years 1 to 6 you can walk or drive into the school car park (located just off Hall Lane), 

and leave your child at the yellow barrier, where there will be a member of staff to meet and direct your child 

into school, your child will then follow the one-way system to enter school.  It is essential that pedestrians use 

the paths as there will be moving vehicles in the car park. 

Please note, it is vital that parents/carers do not congregate and observe social distancing whilst dropping 

off/collecting children. As such, you will not be able to speak to your child’s class teacher at drop off and 

collection times. If you need to speak with a member of staff please ring the school office (if unanswered, 

please leave a message on the answerphone).  
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Times and arrangements for leaving school 

All children will now finish school at 3:15 p.m.  (Visitor car park gates will open at 3:05 p.m.) 

Those children being collected can be met in the school yard. Staff will be available to direct you.  

Year 1: Your child will exit from the Year 1 door. Please wait in the Reception/Year 1 yard in front of the 

wooden chalet. Your child will then be released to you.   

Years 2 and 3: Your child will exit from the Year 2/3 door. Please wait in the school yard next to the wooden 

picnic benches. Your child will then be released to you.   

Years 4, 5 and 6: Your child can be met in the school yard – please wait in the area between the Trim Trail and 

the Re-bound/climbing wall and please do not cross the strip of red gravel in the yard. Children will then be 

released to you.  

Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 can walk home from school alone once the parent/carer has given school written 

consent. Your child will bring a letter home on the first day of term. If you would like your child to do this, 

please complete, sign and return to school to allow your child permission to walk home alone. Please note, 

your child may not take home younger siblings. 

Uniform 

All children should return to school in full school uniform. On your child’s P.E. day (see below), please ensure 

your child comes into school in their P.E. kit for the duration of the day to avoid changing. 

Year group Day 

Reception Monday 

Year 1 Tuesday 

Year 2 Thursday 

Year 3 Friday 

Year 4 Wednesday 

Year 5 Monday 

Year 6 Wednesday 

 

Personal belongings 

Your child must bring their book bag to school each day. All uniform and belongings should be clearly labelled 

with your child’s name.  

Attendance and absence 

In line with Department for Education instruction, it is mandatory that all children attend school each day. If 

your child is absent from school, please follow school’s normal absence reporting procedures 

https://www.bernardgilpin.com/info-for-parents-carers and leave a message with the school office before 

8:30 a.m. 

NHS Test and Trace  

If your child show symptoms of Coronavirus https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/, or if 

they have tested positive within the last 10 days please ensure they do not attend school. Please also inform 

the school office.  

 

https://www.bernardgilpin.com/info-for-parents-carers
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


Children are now not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or 

are a close contact of someone with COVID-19.  

Close contacts will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a 

positive case and advised to take a PCR. test www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 

If your child shows symptoms linked to Coronavirus whilst they are at school we will contact you immediately 

for them to be collected. Please ensure that we have your most current contact telephone numbers. Guidance 

then states that you should then arrange for them to take a test which can be booked online via the web link 

below or ordered by telephone via NHS 119.  

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ 

Appointments 

Please try to make medical appointments outside of school hours. If an appointment is necessary in school 

time, please contact the school office in advance so arrangements can be made for your child to leave school 

as it is difficult to accommodate this unless advance notice is given. 

Breakfast and after school club  

Your child will bring a letter home with details of the Breakfast and After School clubs. It is vital you complete 

the booking form if you would like your child to attend clubs. Breakfast and after school clubs will start on 

Wednesday 8th September. 

Breakfast Club – 8:00 a.m. – 8:10 a.m. children to enter the pedestrian gate on Hall Lane (Glendale Club side). 

The gate will then be closed at 8:10 a.m. Children will then walk down the ramp and enter school (the route 

will be staffed and children will be guided to the entrance).   

After School Clubs – finishing time 4:15 p.m. children to exit from the top car park. Years 1, 2 and 3 will exit 

from the pedestrian gate nearest the Glendale Club. Years 4, 5 and 6 will exit from the gate nearest 

Martindale Park. All children with siblings will line up and leave with the eldest child. 

School meals  

The school kitchen will be operational from the start of term and meals will be provided as usual. If you pay 

for your child’s meals, please pay on line via the Sunderland City Council website www.sunderland.gov.uk or 

send the money in a sealed named envelope with your child. Your child may continue to bring a packed lunch 

if that is your choice. 

Educational visits 

Educational Visits will commence this term. Your child will bring home a letter detailing any visits they will be 

attending. 

Assemblies and rewards 

We will continue to recognise and reward children’s learning. Dream, Believe, Achieve assemblies will return 

fortnightly on a Friday afternoon. If your child is receiving a certificate, you will receive a letter inviting you to 

attend the assembly.  

Class teachers 

Your child’s class teacher will be contacting you via telephone from the week beginning Monday 6th 

September to catch up with you and answer any questions you may have, ahead of the return to school. 

I would like to thank you again in advance for your co-operation and patience in enabling this new system to 

work safely and effectively.  

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
http://www.sunderland.gov.uk/


Finally, myself and staff members look forward to welcoming you back on Wednesday 8th September. 

Yours sincerely, 

A Bainbridge 

Mr A. Bainbridge 

Headteacher 
 

 

 

 


