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Hello and welcome to the May edition of Bernard Gilpin Primary School’s newsletter  

BERNARD GILPIN COUNTY CUP WINNERS 2018: 

The team with the historic Alan Grimes Memorial Trophy  

With pulses racing (on and off the pitch!) the first game got 
underway. The team settled quickly, putting together a number of 
superb passing moves and soon took control of the match. A well-
worked goal from Lewis and another from Joe meant that the first 
half ended with a two-nil lead. The opposition were given a lifeline 
after the break as they netted for the first time but the two goal 
cushion was restored almost immediately by Lewis with an 
astonishing header from the halfway line! The remaining minutes 
were seen out and a winning start was made. 
 

After a short chance to catch a breath, the second game of the 
evening kicked off. Goalkeeper Harry put in an outstanding 
performance to keep the opposition from scoring seemingly certain 
goals on numerous occasions. Two tactical substitutions were made 
at half time with the introduction of Ethan and Kameron, who both 
carried out their roles admirably for the team. Everything was still 
to play for in the final game - Bernard Gilpin needed a victory to 
secure the title of county champions. 
 

The crucial last matches kicked off at the same time, with 
supporters keeping a keen eye on both games. Bernard Gilpin took 
control from the start, forcing the opposition goalkeeper into a 
number of good saves but an all-important goal came before the 
break when Lewis calmly slotted home a one-on-one chance.  

Bernard Gilpin’s football A-team have succeeded in 
winning the Durham and Sunderland Schools’ County 
Cup Competition - the first time this prestigious trophy 
has been won by a school from Houghton-le-Spring in 
the forty-two year history of the competition.  
 

This amazing achievement was secured on Tuesday 15th May, 
when the team played three hard-fought matches, topping the 
group to lift the Alan Grimes Memorial Trophy, and taking it from 
the hands of the current holders in a thrilling finals night. As    
expected, the team were overjoyed, and so too were the parents/ 
carers and members of staff who travelled with the team to show 
their tremendous support. The victory was made all the more   
dramatic as the result went right down to the final seconds of the 
last match. 
 

The success has been well-earned as the competition was initially 
entered by over sixty large schools from across the whole of  
County Durham and Sunderland, with several rounds of matches 
being played by teams from right across the area starting back in      
October. After progressing with three victories in the semi-final in 
April, the team and supporters travelled to Hill View, where they 
were one of four teams who had made it to finals night.  

The victory was celebrated in style by everyone involved! 

To celebrate the victory, as well as all the tremendous success of all 
of the school football teams this year, a special celebration 
assembly was held in school. Mr Bainbridge spoke proudly of the 
hard work and effort that has gone into these achievements. Simon 
Marshall, the Director of Education in Sunderland came in to 
present the County Cup in front of the whole school. This has truly 
been a footballing year to remember at Bernard Gilpin! 

The momentum continued into the second half and solid         
performances in defence by Sam and Billy, supported superbly by 
Rosa and Harvey, who worked tirelessly on either flank, meant that 
an equaliser never came. All eyes, now moved to the other pitch 
where Castletown played their part admirably in shutting out the 
opposition. After a minute of nerve-shredding goalmouth action, 
the final whistle was blown and Bernard Gilpin had done it - they 
had topped the group and the County Cup was theirs! 
 

The much sought after trophy, as well as winners plaques, were 
presented afterwards - cue joyous and much-deserved celebratory 
scenes amongst our players, staff and supporters all of whom con-
ducted themselves impeccably throughout the whole evening. 
Huge congratulations must go to all of the players, as well as 
coaches Winter and Bainbridge and all staff involved in this     
huge success story. The many years of hard work, effort, training 
and coaching sessions have paid off in the best way possible. A      
brilliant achievement for the school and for Houghton-le-Spring. 
Well done to everyone involved!  

Mr Marshall presenting the trophy The County Cup in safe hands 

TROPHY COMES TO HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER! 



                         DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

Half Term - School closes Friday 25th May 

School re-opens - Monday 4th June 

Sports Week - Monday 25th - Friday 29th June 

Sports Day - Friday 29th June (1:00 p.m. start) 

Summer Fayre - Friday 29th June (3:15 p.m. start) 

Multi-cultural Week - Monday 2nd - Friday 6th July 

Summer Holidays - School closes Friday 20th July 
 

  DREAM BELIEVE ACHIEVE 

Years 1, 2 and 3 will have an assembly every alternate two weeks at 

2.45 p.m.  in the school hall. Years 4, 5 and 6 will have an assembly 

every alternate two weeks at 2.45 p.m. also in the school hall. 

Foundation Stage will have an assembly every week at 2.45 p.m. in 

The Living Room.                       

   HELPFUL WEBSITES 

If you want to help your children at home, we have licenses for:             

Reading – www.lexialearning.com  

(username is the one your child uses in school) 

Maths – www.interactive-resources.co.uk  

(username: bernard         password: Gilpin) 

Maths  - http://nrich.maths.org/public/  

Maths   - sumdog.com-www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/ 

Charley with her winner’s trophy 

Monday Lego - Mrs     

Russell, Mr Pitt 

Drills for skills - 

Mr Winter,  

Martial Arts  - 

Steve Ritson 

Tuesday Ballet -  SAFC 

dance teacher 

Brazilian Football 

skills  - Mr Burton 

& Mr Surrey 

Movie Night  - 

Mrs Archibald 

Wednesday Cookery Club - Mr 

Pitt, Mrs Martin, 

Miss Craggs & 

Mrs Stevenson 

Dance - Miss 

Soden & Miss 

Huitson 

Football -  

Mr Bainbridge & 

Mr Winter 

Thursday Brazilian Football 

skills  - Mr Burton 

& Mr Surrey 

Gymnastics  - Miss 

Smith & Miss 

Milne 

ICT  - Mr Berry & 

Miss Bridle 

Friday Judo/Martial Arts  

- Kevin Pattinson 

& Steve Ritson 

School of Rock  - 

Mr Nichol & Mr 

Wilkinson 

Shooting for 

hoops  - Mr    

Burton & Miss 

Soden 

CLUBS ARE BOOMING 

TRI GOLF SUCCESS 
 

Two teams, made up of children from Year 4 competed at  a  Tri 
Golf tournament, held at Kepier. The competition was of a very high 
standard with thirteen teams participating on the afternoon. Both 
of our teams performed very well in the group stages, with Team B 
finishing in fourth place. Team A scored the highest points total on 
the day, resulting in their qualification for the Sunderland schools’ 
final held at the George Washington Golf Club. The team           
performed brilliantly once again, and went on to outscore all but 
one of the other finalists to finish the tournament in second place - 
the fourth successive year as either winners or runners-up in the 
whole of Sunderland. Another fantastic achievement - well done. 

The B-Team League Winners The Girls Team League Winners 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
After another busy and extremely successful half term, we would 
like to wish you all a safe and restful holiday. We look forward to 
seeing you back in school on Monday 4th June. 

CHAMPION CHARLEY 
One Year 3 pupil has recently won a number of dance competitions 
outside of school. Charley, who is in Mr Wilkinson’s class, only set 
out on her journey into freestyle dance in September last year and 
has already won several of the competitions and progressed to the 
next level of dance. Charley thoroughly enjoys bringing her tro-
phies - some of which are nearly as tall as her! - into school to 
show everyone and believes that the support and encouragement 
shown to her by her classmates and teacher has further inspired her 
rapid progress. Well done Charley - keep up the great effort! 

FURTHER FOOTBALL SUCCESS 
 

Added to their County Cup triumph, the A-team have also had a 
remarkable season in the several leagues they have been involved 
in. After three straight victories in one night, the A-team ensured 
that they would be crowned champions of the Lambton and Hetton 
A-League without losing a single game. In addition to this    
achievement, the A-team are currently sitting top of both the    
Sunderland 7-a-side and 9-a-side leagues. This has been an       
unprecedented season for Bernard Gilpin’s A-team - well done 
once again to everyone involved. 

 
The school B-team have also had a remarkable season. The team 
have played in  the Lambton and Hetton B-League and they have 
also been crowned champions after an undefeated campaign.   
However, The B-team have gone one better: not only did they go 
all season without losing a game, they also didn’t concede a single 
goal all in any of their games! This fantastic achievement bodes 
well for next year when the B-team will attempt to retain the   
County Cup for the school. Huge congratulations to everyone    
involved and keep up the great work next season.   
 
The school girls’ team have had a fantastic season, playing with a 
mix of Year 5 and 6 girls in the Lambton and Hetton Indoor League. 
The girls showed superb development over the course of the     
season, improving in all areas with every game they played.       
Ultimately, the team ended the season as champions of the league 
and also qualifying for the final of the girls’ cup competition to be 
played after half term. A massive well done to all of the girls and to 
Coach Berry and everyone else involved.  
 
As a reward for all of the school football teams fantastic achieve-
ments over the course of this season, they were recently taken to 
play a match at St James’ Park. The once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to step out on the historic Premier League home turf of Newcastle 
United was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone involved - a huge 
thank you to Mr Bainbridge for making this happen! 

TAG RUGBY FINALS 
 

A rugby team, made up of Year 5 and 6 children, travelled to      
Farringdon Academy to compete in the final of the Sunderland 
Schools’ Tag Rugby competition. The team performed superbly 
throughout the afternoon, winning three and drawing one of their 
group games. They progressed to the final match and played out 
an end-to-end game which finished five tries all. The ‘golden try’ 
system then came into effect but the team lost out to finish second 
overall. Well done to everyone who took part in the competition. 

School footballers at St James’ Park 

http://www.lexialearning.com
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/


Foundation Stage visited Pets at Home. The children attended a 
workshop where they were given the opportunity to hold a rabbit 
and a guinea pig and learn all about the correct ways in which  we 
should care for these pets. The children then enjoyed choosing 
some treats to take back to school for the class pet guinea pig, 
Buddy. Both classes also visited Pets Corner in Jesmond Dene, 
where the children enjoyed asking lots of questions about the 
animals there.   
 

 

Year 1 visited the Hatton Art Gallery in Newcastle.  They were 
shown around the Sean Sculley exhibition in the gallery and then 
had time in the classroom to produce their own paintings using 
the same techniques.  After that, they visited Sainsbury's to buy 
some food in preparation for the new theme of India.  
 

 

Year 2 visited the Secret Garden in Doxford Park, linking to their 
class text, ‘The Secret Garden.’ When they arrived, the children 
enjoyed searching for a hidden key to unlock the door into the 
mysterious walled garden. They were excited to see what was 
behind the door and eager to explore. Once inside, the children 
listened to the story before taking a tour around the garden, 
describing it using their senses as they went. The visit was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all, which resulted in some fantastic 
descriptions of the Secret Garden back in the classroom.  

Year 3 visited the Botanic Garden in Durham, linking to the taught 
theme of Natural Disasters. The children explored different global 
environments in the tropical and desert greenhouses, before 
competing to see who could build the most robust shelter in the 
woodland area. The day was completed with a science trail around 
the fascinating grounds of the garden. 
 

Year 5 visited Beamish Museum in relation to their new History 
theme of Victorian Inventions, The children thoroughly enjoyed 
exploring the different areas of the open air museum - particularly 
the sweet shop - and asking the various experts many questions 
about life in the past, which they were more than happy to answer. 
 

Year 6 have been working extremely hard in preparation for SATs. 
As a reward for all the children's efforts, they went to the cinema , 
which proved to be a very enjoyable afternoon for everyone.  

Year 5 at Beamish Museum Year 3 at the Botanic Garden 

Foundation Stage at Pets at Home Year 1 at the Hatton Art Gallery Year 2 at the Secret Garden  

THE LEARNING CONTINUES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

DEMENTIA AWARENESS WEEK 
 

The school recently showed its support for the Alzheimer’s 
Society’s Dementia Action Week. During the week, the children 
took part in various activities based around dementia including 
reading stories to develop their understanding of the condition 
and looking at ways to help people living with dementia. Staff also 
spoke about their own experiences of dementia during 
assemblies. The Bernard Gilpin Choir sang at Beamish Museum as 
part of their Dementia Action Week programme and all children 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. To end the week, the staff 
and children came to school dressed in blue and white and 
donations were sent to the Alzheimer's Society.  

Royal Wedding Celebrations Fun and games at Dementia Cafe 

BERNARD BEAR TODDLER GROUP 
 

This half term, the toddlers and their parents/carers have been 

very busy. The group began the new term by planting sunflower 

seeds and have enjoyed watching them grow week by week. They 

have also been making crafts, playing outdoors and searching for 

mini-beasts. They have even had a go at baking cookies, which 

turned out to be delicious! It is also time to say farewell to 

children who are leaving Toddlers and starting school. For more 

information, and to see what exciting activities will be taking 

place in the next half term, please see the website. 

DEMENTIA FRIENDS 
The group welcomed the new term with a perfect combination of 
coffee, cake and bingo and have since enjoyed a range of 
activities: singing with Catherine for St George’s Day, an 
afternoon tea party celebrating the Royal Wedding and a           
fun-filled ‘Day at the Races.’ As part of Dementia Awareness 
Week, Greg Ross came to entertain the group; everyone had a 
superb time singing along to some of their favourite songs. Please 
visit the website for details of upcoming events next half term. 

ROYAL WEDDING CELEBRATIONS 
On the 18th May, the whole school joined in with the country’s 
celebrations of The Royal Wedding by wearing red, white and 
blue. The children discussed the history of The Royal Family and 
enjoyed a special wedding-themed lunch, which included a      
delicious wedding cake dessert. Many thanks to all of the staff and 
children for their efforts and a huge congratulations to new Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex. 

Toddlers enjoying the sunny weather The choir singing at Beamish 


