
 

 
 

Pupils in Year 5 should be taught to: 

In Spelling: 
• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them 
• spelling some words with ‘silent’ letters [for example, knight, psalm, solemn] 
• continuing to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused 
• use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically, as listed in English appendix 1 
• use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words 
• use the first 3 or 4 letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 
• use a thesaurus 
 
 

In Handwriting: 
Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 
• choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 
• choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 
 
 

In Composition: 
Plan their writing by: 
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own 
• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 
• in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed 
Draft and write by: 
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 
• in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 
• précising longer passages 
• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 
• using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining] 
Evaluate and edit by: 

• assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 

• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

• ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register 

• proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

• perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear 
 
 

In Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation: 
Develop their understanding of key concepts by: 

• recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and writing 

• using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 

• using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

• using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 

• using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 

• learning the grammar for Year 5 
 

 

Indicate grammatical and other features by: 

• using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 

• using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
 

 

 

Use and understand the grammatical terminology accurately and appropriately in discussing their writing and reading 
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Macbeth 
William Shakespeare 
 
Historical Tragedy 

Alex Rider: Stormbreaker 
Anthony Horrowitz 

 
Action/Adventure 

The Boy at the Back of  

the Class 
Onjali Q. Rauf  
 

Real-life Fiction  

Harry Potter & the 
Philosopher’s Stone 
J.K. Rowling 
 

Fantasy Fiction 

The Highwayman 
Alfred Noyes 
 
Narrative Poetry 

NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Write in the style of a particular 
author, adapting the plot, aiming for 
consistency in character and style (3 

weeks) 
 

Final Written Outcome: 
A playscript for a new scene in 

Macbeth – Lady Macbeth attempting 
to persuade Macbeth to murder the 
king. (Rehearsal and performance of 

script at end of unit) 

NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Use language to evoke mood and 
atmosphere and develop characterisation 

(3 weeks) 
 
 

Final Written Outcome: 
An original five-part action/adventure 

short story about the teenage spy, Alex 
Rider, using ambitious language to 

develop characterisation 

NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Write a  story to explore narrative 
viewpoint e.g. retell a familiar story 

from the point of view of another 
character (3 weeks) 

 
Final Witten Outcome: 

A re-telling of the section of the story of 
Ahmet’s arrival and first few days in the 

class from his point of view 

NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Write in a non-linear style using 
purposeful dialogue to build character 

and develop the action (3 weeks) 
 

Final Witten Outcome: 
A re-telling of the section of the story 
with flashbacks to the night Harry got 
his scar, using dialogue to the aid the 

reader’s understanding of 
character/action 

POETRY 
Main Learning Objective: 

Use of a range of figurative 
language including simile, 
metaphor, personification, 

alliteration and onomatopoeia (2 
weeks) 

 
Final Witten Outcome: 

An original poem in the style of 
Alfred Noyes using repetition 

NON-NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Discussion - Plan and present two sides 
of an argument. Use words and 
phrases that support the overall 

viewpoint of the discussion (3 weeks) 
 

Final Written Outcome: 
A balanced argument in relation to 

Macbeth’s moral dilemma of whether 
to kill King Duncan or not 

NON-NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Explanation - Plan, compose, edit and 
refine an explanation text focussing on 

clarity, conciseness and impersonal style 
(3 weeks) 

 
 

Final Written Outcome 
A detailed explanation of a new gadget 

to be used by Alex Rider including name, 
disguise, purpose, structure etc. 

NON-NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Persuasion - Shifts of formality 
embedded within a persuasive piece of 
writing by adding quotes or references 

(3 weeks) 
 

Final Written Outcome: 
A persuasive letter to the local MP 

encouraging the school/area to help 
refugees from war-torn countries like 
Syria, shifting formality through the 

inclusion of quotes 

NON-NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Description - Produce a report focusing 
on clarity and conciseness, using 

features and language appropriate for 
a specific purpose e.g. magazine, 

website etc. (3 weeks) 
 

Final Written Outcome: 
A non-chronological report about a 
newly created creature, including 

relevant information such as habitat, 
diet etc. inspired by the magical beasts 

of Harry Potter 

NON-NARRATIVE 
Main Learning Objective: 

Recount - Write a recount with a 
word limit, considering the precise 

level of formality required. (2 
weeks) 

 
Final Written Outcome: 

A concise recount of the narrative 
of the poem, written from the 

point of view of one of the main 
characters 
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