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Hello and welcome to the Easter edition of Bernard Gilpin Primary School’s newsletter  

LONDON CALLING! YEAR 5 AND 6 RESIDENTIAL  

Children from Years 5 and 6 have recently returned from an action-packed, three day residential to London. The children set off bright and 

early from school, taking the mini-buses to Durham Station, where they excitedly boarded their train bound for the capital. The children 

made full use of the London Underground and headed straight for the Queen Elizabeth II Olympic Park, where they experienced the       

incredible Velodrome and BMX track, as well as completing maths problems based on the inspiring location. After a good night’s sleep, the 

children made their way to the Science Museum and took in a tour of The National Gallery in Trafalgar Square, after viewing London from 

the 72nd floor of The Shard - Europe’s tallest building! After refuelling in TGI Fridays, the children then had fantastic seats for the incredible 

musical, The Lion King - what a show!  Day three saw the children experience the world-famous Pineapple Dance Studios for a lesson from 

The Lion King cast members before making their way back home for a well-deserved rest. The children were absolutely amazing throughout 

the visit - a real credit to themselves and the school. A huge thank you and well done to everyone involved - what an amazing three days! 

Waiting for the Underground The Olympic Park BMX track Visiting Platform 9 and 3/4 Pineapple Dance Studios 

View from the top of The Shard Space at the Science Museum The famous Olympic Rings The Olympic Park Velodrome 

YEAR 4 SKIING RESIDENTIAL - XSCAPE, LEEDS 
A large number of Year 4 children recently experienced a two day residential in Leeds. The children headed straight to the amazing indoor ski 

slope at Xscape, where they received private skiing lessons from professional instructors. The children quickly picked up and developed the 

skills needed to make their way safely down the slope - they definitely displayed better technique than the teachers, who spent most of their 

time trying to stay upright! The group were also excited to sledge down the snow covered slope, racing each other to get the bottom first. 

The children then enjoyed a well-earned meal at TGI Fridays, before watching a film in the cinema later that night. The next day, the         

children visited Leeds Royal Armouries, where they enjoyed learning about the history of armour. The group were a credit to the school 

throughout the visit and an amazing time was had by all. A big well done to everyone involved! 

A super snowplough on the slope  Learning at the Leeds Armouries All smiles on the slopes Fun and food at TGI Fridays 



Foundation Stage visited Clay’s Garden Centre in Washington, in 
relation to the taught theme of ‘Growth.’ The children learnt about 
taking care of plants and returned to school with seeds to create 
their own herb garden. Both Reception classes also visited Tweddle 
Farm, supporting their ‘Living Things’ theme in the classroom. The 
children were given a tour of the farm and thoroughly enjoyed 
feeding the animals, especially the new born lambs. 
 

Year 1 visited Roker beach and the surrounding coastline. The 
children were able to identify both physical and human coastal 
features, such as cliffs and piers, to support the learning in the 
classroom on their ‘Coasts’ Geography theme. They also made sand 
sculptures and collected stones to use in an art lesson back at 
school. 
 

Year 2 visited Souter Lighthouse and the RNLI Centre in 
Sunderland, in relation the taught theme of ‘Seaside Rescue.’ The 
children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the lighthouse as well as 
finding out how the RNLI has kept people safe at sea over the 
years. The children of Year 2 also visited the Grace Darling Museum 
in Bamburgh to learn about her famous rescue of stranded sailors 
in the past. 
 

Year 3 visited the Palace Green Library where they took part in an 
Ancient Greek workshop. The children were given a guided tour of 
the museum to look at the history of Ancient Greece, before 
working as archaeologists to identify and analyse Greek artefacts. 
The children also enjoyed taking part in a role-play activity in 
relation to the Ancient Greek myth of Ancient ‘Medea and Jason.’ 

Year 4 visited Bede’s World in South Shields, in relation to the 
History theme of ‘Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.’ The children 
experienced first-hand how the settlers of this time period lived by 
exploring a recreation of house and farm before taking on the role 
of archaeologists when analysing Anglo-Saxon artefacts. Both Year 4 
classes also visited the National Glass Centre in Sunderland in 
relation to their Science theme of States of Matter, where they 
watched the fascinating process of glass-blowing in action, as well 
as discovering the history of glass making in the local area. 
 

Year 5 visited various locations in the Bamburgh area, where they 
followed in the footsteps of the local myth, ‘The Laidly Worm of 
Spindleston Heugh.’ The children recounted the story from various 
character’s points of view whilst at the locations mentioned in the 
myth. Both classes then visited the planetarium at the Great North 
Museum in relation to their Science theme of Earth and Space. The 
children were amazed as they were taken on an thrilling virtual tour 
of the Solar System and beyond. 
 

Year 6 visited the ‘Tommy’ sculpture in Seaham, in relation to their 
History theme of World War I. The children were impressed by its 
scale, which was created in 2014 as a memorial piece to 
commemorate one hundred years since the start of the WWI. Both 
Year 6 classes asked and answered questions about the sculpture 
before writing some very thoughtful poems, using ‘Tommy’ as 
inspiration. On return to class, the children then expanded on their 
poetry by writing diaries in the role as WWI soldiers. 

Year 4 at Bede’s World Year 6 at  the ‘Tommy’ sculpture Year 5 at Bamburgh Year 3 at Palace Green Library 

Foundation Stage at Tweddle Farm  Year 1 at Roker Beach Year 2 at Souter Lighthouse  

THE LEARNING CONTINUES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
 

On Thursday 7th March, everybody in school - children and staff 
alike - celebrated stories and a love of reading by dressing up as a 
favourite book character for World Book Day. The children shared 
stories they had read and enjoyed with the rest of their class - 
some children even wrote their very own stories especially for the 
day. Many thanks to everyone involved for all of the effort put in to 
the costumes, which were absolutely fantastic! Every child also 
received a £1 book token to spend on a book of their choice. 

‘Eggcellent’ Easter Bonnets Wonderful World Book Day Costumes 

BERNARD BEAR TODDLER GROUP 
 

Bernard Bear Toddler Group have had another fun-filled half term. 
The children came to toddlers dressed up as their favourite book 
characters for World Book Day and there were some excellent 
costumes! The children have also been taking part in a variety of 
crafts in the run up to Easter. They enjoyed making chocolate crispy 
cake nests, Easter cards and the children even had the opportunity 
to hold the new born chicks from our Reception class! Please check 
out the school’s website for details of the summer term’s activities.   

EASTER BONNET PARADE 
A huge thank you to the parents and carers for creating some 
superb hats for the Easter Bonnet Parade. The effort put into the 
designs was fantastic and the children wore them with pride - the 
children performed some fantastic Easter songs and poems. Thank 
you to the staff and children for a simply “eggcellent” performance.  

DEMENTIA FRIENDS 
The group continue to meet every Tuesday and kicked off the new 
term with a “Welcome Back‟ afternoon involving bingo, coffee and 
cake. They have enjoyed baking cookies and taking part in a range 
of festive crafts in the run up to Easter. A highlight of this half term 
was a ‘Pet Therapy’ afternoon, where the group thoroughly enjoyed 
handling and caring for different animals. Please see the school 
website for details of weekly activities in the Summer Term. 

RED NOSE DAY 
 

On Friday 15th March, the school took part in raising funds for 
Comic Relief. Children and staff came to school dressed in red and 
wearing a range of Red Nose Day memorabilia, including funny 
noses, glasses and boppers! Well done to everyone involved for 
their efforts and for the generous contributions to this great cause.  



                         DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

Easter Holidays - School closes Friday 5th April 

Year 6 Easter School - Monday 8th to Thursday 11th April 

School re-opens - Tuesday 23rd April 

Bank Holiday - Monday 6th May 

Year 6 SATs - Monday 13th - Thursday 16th May 

Half Term - School closes Friday 24th May 

School re-opens - Monday 3rd June 
 

     HELPFUL WEBSITES 

If you want to help your children at home, we have purchased 

licenses for:             

Reading – www.lexialearning.com  

(username is the one your child uses in school) 

Maths – www.interactive-resources.co.uk  

(username: bernard         password: Gilpin) 

Maths  - http://nrich.maths.org/public/  

Maths   - sumdog.com-www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/ 

The Year 4 Skipping Team ICECATS in action 

CLUBS ARE BOOMING 

TAG RUGBY SUCCESS 
 

A tag rugby team, made up of children from Years 5 and 6, recently    

competed at  a tournament held at Kepier School. The competition 

was of a very high standard, with fourteen teams participating on 

the afternoon. The team performed well in the group stages, with-

out losing a single game, resulting in their qualification for the  

Sunderland school’s final to be held in the Summer Term. Well 

done to all involved and good luck to the team at the final. 

FOOTBALL UPDATE 
The boys' A team currently sit in 2nd position in the Hetton and 

Lambton league following some great results. The B team have 

played three games since the turn of the year of which they have 

won two and drawn the other. This puts them in a healthy league 

position where if they win their games, they will go top of the table. 

The girls’ team had a brilliant result in the County Cup, progressing 

to the semi-final stage. The girls played with passion on the night, 

resulting in winning two games and drawing the other to qualify for 

the next round without conceding a single goal. The Year 4 team 

played their first ever games for the school in a County Cup      

tournament. The team finished in second place, playing some    

superb passing football - the future looks bright for the team. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
After another busy and successful term, we would like to wish you 

all a safe and restful Easter holiday. We look forward to seeing you 

back in school on Tuesday 23rd April. 

HIGH FIVE NETBALL 
 

Two teams of Year 5 and 6 children have been representing the 

school in the SPSNA netball league over the past six weeks . Both 

teams have performed well within each game, further developing 

their netball skills. All of the children have represented the school in 

a competitive yet fair manner, at the impressive Beacon of Light.  

PARTNERSHIP WITH HAYS TRAVEL  
 

School is delighted to be working in partnership with Hays Travel in 

Houghton-le-Spring. During the year there will offers and competi-

tions for children, parents/carers and Hays Travel will be supporting 

school with events.  The first event is an Easter egg decorating 

competition for the children over the holidays. Children can paint 

and decorate a real egg or colour a picture of an egg and take it 

into Hays Travel before Good Friday where it will be displayed. Staff 

in the branch will judge the entries and there will be some prizes 

too. Hays Travel have also got a Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/HaysTravelHoughtonLeSpring where you can 

find their latest offers for holiday and travel in the school holidays. 

Alternatively, you can ring the branch on 0191 5120090. Thanks to 

Kirsty, Vanessa and all at Hays Travel Houghton-le Spring for estab-

lishing this partnership with our school. 
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Lego - Mrs         

Russell & Miss 

Craggs 

Drills for Skills - Mr 

Winter, Mr           

Bainbridge, Mr Surrey 

Fitness - Mr Burton & 

Mr  Warren 
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Yoga -  Specialist 

Yoga teacher 

Brazilian Football 

Skills  - Mr Surrey & 

Mr Burton 

Movie Night  - Mrs 

Archibald 
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Cookery - Mr Pitt, 

Miss Craggs, Mrs 

Stevenson & Mrs 

Martin 

Dance - Miss Smith, 

Miss Milne & Miss 

Huitson 

Football -  Mr        

Bainbridge, Mr Warren 

& Mr  Burton 
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Fitness - Mr  Burton 

& Miss Cawthorne 

School of Rock  - Mr 

Nichol & Mrs       

Stevenson 

Shooting for Hoops  - 

Miss Ray & Miss Soden 

Arts & Crafts 

- Mr Pitt, Miss 

Smith & Mrs 

Reeves 

Brazillian 

Football Skills  

- Mr Surrey & 

Mr Burton 

Gymnastics - 

Miss Soden, Miss 

Ray & Miss  

Cawthorne 

ICT - Miss 

Milne, Miss 

Bridle & Miss 

Huitson 

ICECATS 
 

This half term, children and staff took part in an ICECATS session to 

help support everyone in school when responding to evacuation 

and lockdown procedures. The sessions were very informative and 

equipped those involved with invaluable life skills. Many thanks to 

the parents and carers, who attended the ICECATS sessions in 

school. The feedback received was fantastic.  

SKIPPING FESTIVAL 
 

An enthusiastic team of Year 4 children  recently participated in the 

Sunderland Primary Schools’ Skipping Festival. The children had 

been practising their skipping skills in school for a number of 

months and their hard work was rewarded with a several gold, silver 

and bronze awards being earned in the various individual          

disciplines, such as ‘Speed Skip’ and ‘Pretzel.’ The team also had to 

work together during the ‘Skip Dance’ round, in which they        

performed exceptionally well to earn an overall silver medal. A huge 

well done to everyone involved! 

http://www.lexialearning.com
http://www.interactive-resources.co.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/

