
Children from Years 4, 5 and 6 recently returned from a fantastic residential visit to Derwent Hill in the Lake District. This was a fantastic 

opportunity for the children to develop respect for themselves, other people and the environment. Everyone had an action-packed week 

in the crisp weather, giving canoeing, gorge walking, mountain walking and orienteering a go. Children also challenged themselves on 

the high ropes course, a night walk aimed at developing team-work and finally, taking on the ‘Big Swing’  which was a highlight for most   

children. A great experience for all involved - well done!  

ACTION AND ADVENTURE AT DERWENT HILL 

Incredible views at Derwent Hill Challenge of the ‘Big Swing’ Children enjoying a hill climb  Kayaking on the lake 

Gorge walking at Derwent Hill Part of the High Ropes Course Adventurous mountain walking Big Smiles for Derwent Hill 
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Hello and welcome to the February edition of Bernard Gilpin Primary School’s newsletter  

VALENTINE’S DISCO 

Thank you to the Friends of Bernard Gilpin, who organised the  

Valentine’s Disco, and to our fantastic school council DJs. The  

children had a great time dancing and many of them won prizes in 

the games. All money raised will be used to support activities in 

school.  

  BERNARD BEAR TODDLER GROUP  

Bernard Bear Toddler Group have had another busy, fun-filled 

term. The children loved making their own pizzas and choosing 

from a range of toppings – there were some imaginative          

combinations! For Valentine’s Day, the group wore red and made           

Valentine’s Day crafts using lots of glitter and hearts. Join us in 

the next half term for even more fun - please check the school 

website for future Bernard Bear Toddler Group dates.  

Valentine’s Disco-goers and dancers 

WELLIES FOR THE RNLI 

This half term, the school showed its support for the amazing 

work of the RNLI, a team of volunteer lifeboat crews and life-

guards who save lives at sea.  Staff and children came into school 

wearing wellies and brought in a donation to raise awareness of 

this charity’s work.  Thank you to everyone for your generosity 

and support – the school raised a substantial amount of money 

for the charity.  



Foundation Stage at Stowell Street Year 1 at Shildon Railway Museum Year 2 problem solving at Sainsbury’s  

THE LEARNING CONTINUES OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

Foundation Stage visited Stowell Street in Newcastle. The children 
enjoyed studying the Chinese gate and visiting the supermarket where 
they bought some food and decorations for a celebration back in school. 
They also enjoyed sharing fortune cookies and reading the messages 
inside. 
 

Year 1 visited ‘Locomotion’ at the National Railway Museum in Shildon. 
They enjoyed investigating locomotives ranging from the 1829 Sans Pareil 
to the 1970’s Advanced Passenger. The children climbed into some of the 
locomotives and imagined what it might have been like to be the driver 
of a steam train.  
 

Year 2 visited Sainsbury’s in Sunderland. It was a great way for the 
children to apply their recent maths work on money in a real-life context.  
They thoroughly enjoyed spending the afternoon working on various 
maths problems in the supermarket and navigating their way around the 
aisles. The learning was consolidated back in the classroom, where the 
children used their knowledge of prices to calculate which food brands 
would make the cheapest Lighthouse Sandwich.    
 

Year 3 visited the Great North Museum in Newcastle, linking to their 
history theme of Ancient Greece. The children were impressed by the 
wide range of artefacts from this time period on display, including 
original pottery, weapons, statues and sculptures, which they closely 
observed and analysed as primary sources. On return to school, the 
children designed and made their own Greek vases. 

Year 4 visited the beautiful Castle Eden Dene in relation to their science 

theme of Habitats. The children took part in a mini-beast hunt, using 

scientific equipment to identify a range of invertebrates and recorded 

their findings using a tally chart system. On return to school, the children 

classified the creatures they had seen using a classification key.  

Year 5 visited Bessie Surtees’ House on Newcastle Quayside, in relation to 

their history theme of Tudor England. The children were able to study first

-hand the Tudor architecture of the building as well as examine and 

evaluate a range of artefacts linked to the period. The Year 5 children also 

completed an enjoyable real-life maths problem solving trail on the 

Quayside whilst in Newcastle and Gateshead, including estimating and 

calculating the area of the Tyne Bridge.  

Year 6 visited the fascinating Victoria Tunnel in the Ouseburn area of 

Newcastle. Although the tunnel was originally built to transport coal 

during the Victorian period, it was also used as an air raid shelter during 

World War II. The children were given a guided tour of the tunnel, 

learning all about its amazing history before taking part in a workshop 

which was led by Basil, who lived through WWII as a child in Newcastle. 

On return to school, the children wrote a letter from the point of view of 

an evacuee child during WWII. 

Year 3 at the Great North Museum Year 4 at Castle Eden Dene Year 5 at Bessie Surtees’ House Year 6 at Victoria Tunnel 

ICE HOCKEY SUCCESS 
 

A huge well done to our own ice hockey star, Matthew in Year 5, 

who has made the Northern Conference Squad. After only 

starting ice skating in January 2018, and then learning how to play 

ice hockey in April 2019, Matthew was selected to attend trials for 

the English Ice Hockey Association (EIHA) Northern Conference 

Squad last year. As a result of his hard work, resilience and 

determination, Matthew made it into the squad. 

This is a fantastic achievement for Matthew, who is still new to 

the sport. All of the children and staff at Bernard Gilpin Primary 

School are extremely proud of Matthew and wish him every 

success in achieving his goal of representing England at ice hockey 

in the future - well done! 

Matthew on the ice wearing his team colours 



HAPPY HALF TERM 

After another action-packed start to the term, everyone at Bernard   

Gilpin Primary School would like to wish you all a safe and restful half-

term holiday. We very much look forward to seeing you back in school 

for another exciting half term on Monday 24th February 2020. 

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL TEAM SUCCESS 

The girls’ school football team recently took part in the Jill Scott 

Trophy, having successfully qualified for this event in a previous 

tournament. On finals’ night, the girls finished second in their 

group which meant that they progressed to the knockout stages. 

After narrowly missing out on a place in the final, the girls still had 

the chance to finish third in a play-off match against tough        

opposition. Despite conceding an early goal, the team showed             

exceptional  determination and team work to turn the game 

around with two late goals to seal third place overall in the      

tournament. Well done to the girls and everyone involved - this is 

a fantastic achievement! 

                                 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Half term– school closes Friday 14th February 2020 

School re-opens - Monday 24th February 2020 

Parents/Carers Evening - Monday 2nd March & Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

World Book Day - Thursday 5th March 2020 

Easter Holiday - School closes Friday 3rd April 2020 

School re-opens - Tuesday 23rd April 2020 

SATs week  - Monday 11th - Thursday 14th May 2020  

DREAM, BELIEVE, ACHIEVE 

Years 1, 2 and 3 will have an assembly every alternate two weeks at 2.45 

p.m.  in the school hall. Years 4, 5 and 6 will have an assembly every 

alternate two weeks at 2.45 p.m. also in the school hall. Foundation Stage 

will have an assembly every week at 2.45 p.m. in The Living Room.   

HELPFUL WEBSITES 
If you want to help your children at home, we have licenses for:      

www.nrich.maths.org/public/sumdog.com 
 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/ 
 

www.play.ttrockstars.com 
 

www.spag.com 

The Girls’ Football team celebrating at the Jill Scott Tournament 

HIGH-FIVE NETBALL 

A team of Year 6 children recently participated in a regional      

netball tournament, which took place over two weeks at the          

impressive Beacon of Light in Sunderland. The children        

demonstrated excellent passing and shooting skills throughout, 

which enabled them to be highly competitive in all of the matches 

in which they played. At the end of the tournament, the children 

had won four and had drawn one of their games played. All of the  

children involved represented themselves and the school          

superbly, showing fantastic team-work and spirit throughout. Well 

done to  everyone involved. 

FIVE-A-SIDE SUCCESS 

The school football A-team recently participated in a five-a-side 

competition involving a large number of primary schools from all 

across Sunderland.  After comfortably winning their first two 

group games, in which they scored fourteen goals and only       

conceded two, the team progressed to the final knockout stages 

of the competition. After a number of closely contested and 

highly competitive matches, the team were eventually beaten at 

the semi-final stage of the competition. Well done to everyone       

involved, as the boys showed fantastic team spirit throughout. 

CLUBS ARE BOOMING 
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Yoga -  Specialist Yoga 

teacher 

Brazilian Football Skills - 

Mr Burton and Mr Iveson 

Movie Night  - Mrs  

Archibald 
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Cookery -  Mrs 

Milnes, Mrs Iveson & 

Mrs Martin & Miss 

Nelson 

Dance - Miss Smith, & 

Miss Huitson 

Football -  Mr Bain-

bridge, Mr   Warren & 

Mr Burton 
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Fitness - Mr Burton & 

Miss Cawthorne 

School of Rock  - Mr 

Nichol & Mrs Iveson 

Shooting for Hoops  - 

Miss Ray & Miss   Jervis 

Arts & Crafts - 

Miss Nelson & 

Miss Smith  

Brazillian Foot-

ball Skills  - Mr          

Bainbridge & 

Mr  Warren 

Gymnastics - 

Miss Ray & Miss  

Jervis 

Computing - 

Miss Bridle & 

Miss Preston 

STEM - Mr 

Winter & Miss 

Ray 

Lego - Mrs  

Russell  

& Miss Preston 

Drills for Skills - 

Mr Bainbridge 

& Mr Burton 

Fitness - Miss          

Cawthorne 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/

